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Creating Superheroes 
from Accessibility 
Consulting Clients
To create greater access and opportunities for independence through 
empowering individuals with disabilities and promoting community inclusion.
Mission Statement
Hello!
My name is Robbie Kopp
I am 29, I am a husband, I am a brother, 
I love being outdoors, I love to travel, 
and I am a disability rights advocate.
Director of Advocacy & Community Access
Able South Carolina 
is a
Center for Independent Living 
What is a Center for 
Independent Living?
Center for Independent Living (CIL)
 Community-based
 Consumer driven
 Cross-disability
 Nonprofit 501 (c)(3)
1978:  Amendments to the Rehabilitation Act provides 
for consumer-controlled centers for independent living. 
IL Philosophy
Independent Living philosophy emphasizes consumer control, the idea 
that people with disabilities are the best experts on their own needs.  Their 
thoughts and opinions matter, especially when it concerns their own lives.  
They should be able to make decisions for themselves on how they live, 
work and take part in the community, particularly in reference to services 
that powerfully affect their day-to-day lives and access to independence.
‘’
Instead of saying, ‘We need to 
take care of them,’ say ‘We need 
to work with them so they can 
take care of themselves.’
-Ed Roberts
Father of the Disability Rights & 
Independent Living Movement
“
Consumer Driven
Our Consumers decide what goals they want to achieve and what 
services they want to receive.  Not only that, but they are responsible for 
the implementation and completion of their goals.
80% of our staff have a disability.
51% of our board members have a disability.
*Federal law requires 51% of both staff and board members have a disability.
WE PRACTICE 
WHAT WE PREACH
Services we offer
Core Services
 Information & Referral
 Independent Living Skills
 Peer Support
 Advocacy
 Transitional Services
Additional Services
 Assistive Technology
 Healthcare Navigation
 Outreach
 Professional Trainings
 ADA Assessments
 Benefits Counseling
 Supported Decision Making 
Counseling
Rights in Higher Ed (and Beyond!)
There are many laws and court rulings that protect the 
rights of students in Higher Ed
 Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA)
 Fair Housing Act
 The Rehabilitation Act of 1973
 Civil Rights Act of 1964
 Workforce Innovation & Opportunity Act (WIOA) 
 Olmstead Decision
 Brown v. Board of Education
 Many More
‘’ Where is 
YOUR
expertise?
?
Able South Carolina’s Expertise
Accessibility
Consulting
 Physical Accessibility for 
your Facilities:
 Classrooms
 Housing
 Public Spaces
 Outdoor Spacing
 Parking
 Secondary Programs
 Digital Accessibility
 Websites
 Digital Classrooms
 Computer Labs
 Digital Files
Policy & Procedure 
Review
 HR Equal Opportunity
 Training Schedules
 Student Accommodations
 Confidentiality
 Public Meetings
 Accessibility in Procurement
 Organizational Transition 
Planning
 Digital Content Development
 Communications 
Requirements
Accessibility
Assessments 
Consultation, site review, and 
recommendations for removing physical 
barriers from public and private building in 
order to meet Americans with Disabilities Act 
(ADA) structural guidelines.
Client list
City of Greenville
City of Greer
City of Columbia/Parks 
SC DHHS
SC DHEC
Richland County Parks
SC DSS
Town of Summit
Horry County Parks
Digital 
Accessibility
Consultation, review, and recommendations for 
removing barriers to equally effective 
communication through digital content in order 
to increase usability for people with disabilities
Client list
SCDHHS
Walton Options for 
Independent Living
SC Public Charter Schools
Richland School District Two
‘’
Producing Super 
Heroes from Clients:
The District
The City
The State Agency
The District
A complaint from the Office of Civil Rights
A collaborative process for updating policies
An in-depth dive into online resources
A league of web access super heroes
A training to rally more to the cause
The City
A young adult activity
An accessibility assessment
A Statewide Training
A proactive approach
A really big plan
A State Agency
A Disability Sensitivity Training
A look from the top down
A training on the front lines
An expansion to other sites
A plan to divide and conquer
‘’ What is 
YOUR
capacity?
?
The Balance of Capacity
I’ve really got 
this!
 Your expertise may be 
valuable to other 
organizations
 You may have found 
some extra time
 Things can run smoothly 
with other staff
I need some 
support!
 My strengths lie elsewhere
 Time works against every 
project
 Other office responsibilities 
are juggled based on “priority”
Secrets to Working 
with Contractors
Contractors want to cover costs and 
organizations have work that needs doing. 
There are ways to meet in the middle.
Making Ends 
Meet
Special Projects Funding
Grant Funding
Unrestricted Funds
Partnership
Checking with other 
Departments
‘’ As we get older, we realize that disability is just a part of life. 
Anyone can join our group at any 
point in life. In this way the 
disabilities rights movement 
doesn’t discriminate.
-Ed Roberts
Father of Independent Living Movement
“
Find us online at…
www.able-sc.org
Thanks!
Any questions?
You can find me at…
Robbie Kopp
803.779.5121 ext. 129
rkopp@able-sc.org
